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late-night on-campus events? shortly.

Then apply to be a Commussioner! Visit our site for more detais

http://www.rso.cornell.edu/cutonight/
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In the late 1970s, Hip Hop was
born. Zeke sits down with one
of Hip Hop's founders, Grand
master Caz, to discuss the ori
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gins of the genre, The rap ga
todayis a lotdifferent from ho
it started. Find out why.

Also...
4 Rumors
5 Events
9 Reviews
10 Sports

9/11
PATRIOTISM IN MUSIC -7

Sustainabiinty on the Slope

Sustainability on the Slope is Slope Media Grouwp's
1 inthatve © encourage envronmentally fnendly prac-
bees amongst the student body. Slope Radio will run
a public service announcement every other hour o
spread avareness on issues of sustainability. We
aim 1 consarve enargy, promote recycling, and
above all, keep Comell a2 beautiful place. You can do
your part tune inte SlopeRadw.com
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Students, Protect your
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01 Kanye West drops Graduation - 09.11
Kanye's much amtizipated third album hits stores and
oulseds everyone.,

02 50 Cent drops Curtis (and retires from the

rap game) - 09,11

50 brings back his rap carcer after too much vocal ex-
pernmentation on The Massacre He stil doesn't outsell
Kanye

03 Grey's Anatomy Returns - 09.26
Girls, got ready Dr. Gray returns in a fow weeks for a
fourth scason

04 Slope Radio Daily News launches - 09.10
The Cornell Chroniclke will provide listeners with news
beiets evary howr on the howr.

05 Halo 3 hits stores - 09.25
Bungw's irst parson shooter rekeases the final chaptar In
s histone video game trilogy

06 Cormell foolball faces Bucknell in season opener -
09,15

07 The Dalai Lama visits Comell - 10.09

08 Sexcapades « SHAG = Good Sex -09.10

09 Chikdren go off to school wearing bulletproot
backpacks - September

10 Dirty, Sexy, Money premiers on ABC ~ 09.26

become Cormells eighth ndependent school

Bogus or Not Bogus: Um, prabably bogus, but who
cares, A E.M. needs its own school amyway

Submil your rumors. rumorsReioperadio.com
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Concerb’s

SRM hopas you had the chanca 1o catch The National show
during onertation week. The concert was provided free by
the Comell Concert Commission, and took place on the Arts
Quad on August 25th. The National, along with praliminary
performer the White Rabbits, delvered an impassioned per-
formance to a receptive crowd.

After dropping out of a graphic design program in Cncin-
natl, former classmates, Bernger (vox) and Scott Devendorf
(bass), pickad up Davendorls beother and brothers Aaron
and Bryce Dessner and maved 1o Brookiyn, Their talent
has since separated them from most pep-anented guin-
tets. Eight years and four albums later, The National rocked
Comall, playing tracks from their recent album, The Soxer
Check out the wdeo podcast of the show at sloperadio com
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Ay Winehouse & famous for two things. getting plastered
and snging. They oftien happen together, and she is great
at both. Recently though. she has cancelied fours in Nordic
countres because she needs time to “rest” (Read. ay off
the beaze for a whika, ) I'mdrunk nght now, and I'm listening
to her album, and | can say without reservation that there
I8 o other slate in which Winehouse would have her fans
listen to her new album, Back to Black

By no means = M= Winehouse new fo the business. At 10,
ghe debuted her daunting voice in a growp called “Sweet
'n" Sour” that she founded and later described as “the ittie
white Jewish Salt 'n' Pepa.” She |ater perfecled her lack of
gall-contral al 13 by getling herself kicked out of the Sylvia
Young Theatre School. Unlike mast other celebnties she
scems blatantly unconcernad with the type of media cover-
age she recaives. In any case, we camotl deny thal this
daviant sren has started 10 Ml Amancan istenars

Don't get me wrong, there is more to the recently marmried
Ms. Winehouse than just her on stage antics. Her

Good cal to pack your bags and head (back) 1o the Slepe
Many exciting events have taken place throughout Onenta-
ionn Week. Here's a re-cap of some Shpe Radio events.

822 Slope Radic held The 2nd Arnual Beach Volieyball
Tournament on Noeth Campus

824 Slope Radio Covered the CU on the Slope Evert
825 Slope Radke Covared Casne Night at VWillard Straight

But the real buzz on campus = loday's, September 10th,
otfical 2007 launch of Slope Meda Group. Slope TV, Slope
Radw and Slope Rado Magazine have been launched si-
mullaneously across the Cornel campus. So when you are
loking for the hattast music naws and concans, be swre to
check out the SRM events sechon. - Kristen O

ont

.

Amy Winehourse
album Back 1o Black went to #5 on the UK R3B charts be-
fore Unwersal deaded to release it i the Unded States
Her new album runs the gamut of musical styles. al while
shaweasing just how strong the pipes are on this sullry St
Those of you Interested n the woman behind the haadlines
should check out "Me & Mr.Jones,” and “Tears dry on their
own.” While her hit Rehab has spawned numercus remices,
be sure 10 akso check out the version of “You Know I'm No
Goad” with Ghostface Kilah off s album More Fish On
these tracks, Winehouse demonstrates her versalilty as a
soul, awing AND RAB singer

| must admil that even on the weaker tracks of the album, |
am still captivated by the clear, thick SOPRANO thal reso-
nates throughout her work. Thares no doubt about it: shes
got a refreshing sound and it seems as though Amy Wine-
ousa is here 10 slay.

Amy Winchouse ~ we raise our glass to you as artist of the
month. - Alex A
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Cornell Football

Aﬂer finshing an even 500 (55) last seascn, Comell
COmes ino this sagson with high hopes. The team lead-
ers In rushing yards (Luke Smula), passing yards (Nathan
Ford), and receiving yards and receptions (Zac Canty) are all
returning, and other key defengive players return as wel

Last scason, the team was up and down, and aspect which
was reflected n ther record. Their man constants were
Swwula and a slifling defensa. Led in the secondary by cor-
nerback Calin Nash and safety Tim Bax, Comell was difficult
to throw an. Nash, & converted wide recener, seemed o
bée in the right place at the rght time al year with major in-
tercaptions In key games against Albany, Havard, and Col-
gate. Bax showed a knack for making plays in the clutch,
with key nlerceptions and tackles 1o keep the Big Red n
games A stout run defense also halped tame cpponents
offenses. However, the Big Red were simply too inexpen-
enced o come away with the drision {itle, which ended wp
in te between Yale and Princeton, the latter of which Comell
actually defeated for its only loss of the year

Thies year, many have predicted Yale to win the division.
Tha New York Times recently made this prediction due to
the return of run-
ning back Mie
Mcleod (2nd n
rushing last year)
and quarterback
Matt Pohemus.
Comell has wide-
ly been picked
W fingh in fith
placa, daspite
the fact that ¢
relums S0 many

veterans comparable to schools tke Yale. However, expe-
fence is a faclor that no one can correctly assess. With
leaders such as Ford, Siwula, Bax, and Nash (who al also
show tremendous takert), Comell 15 a force that cannot be
discourded. They bring the needed experience to this team,

as well as past success. This could lead to upsel viclonies

over the likes of Yale and Penn. If, Comell is taken Iightly
it = enbrely passible that it may sneak up on peopke. Ths
writer is not predicting a perfect season, or even a league
championship. While the stter may be in the cards, it will
be an enpyable seasen. Cormall should surprise many as it
vl be well-prepared for 2l its cpponents and may wel have
some surprises. My feeling = that Cornell wil perform quite
wall out of the vies, repeating last years victones over Col-
gate and Albany, and will be at keast 500 within the lcague
this year. Ultimately, the Big Red wil be above 500 in the
league with viclones over Columbia, Danmouth, Brown, and
Harvard, Howaver, upsets over Yale and Pann are also not
cul of the question. Thus, my feeing is that Cornell will
finigh 6-4. That may be oplimstic but | do not feel it is owt
of the queston  The team can fnish perfect, but as most
do not this is highly unlikely.  Mowever, this will be quite an
exciting season for Cornell foctbal. and they should be the

surprise of the league
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Surmcrt;mc Marcus Garvey Park. Hardem, New York
City. Beats pound in the stereo. Grandmasler Caz stands
behng two tumiables, spimning the tkes of James Srown
and Booge Down Froductions. Break-dancers circle the
glage, each wating their tlum to pop, lock, six-step and wind-
mill aleng o the music. Caz pencdically mutes the record to
drop an accapella verse nito the microphone, tmsting his
torngue o generate complex rlymes and rhythms. Other
Umes he leans n closar Lo the mic, acknowledging sudencs
members. He calls out the names of DJ Kool Herc and Af
rika Bambasata, two of his
faliow Hip Hop ploneers
The crowd claps its hands
and stomps ns feet, aug
menting the reverberating
baselne booming through
the speakers. NYPD rolis
by menacingly, yet grudg
irgly accepls the event's
legitimacy. The communy
ty is oul in force 1o support
ite musiciang, and there is
one hell of & party going
on in the park

: ogan wih par-

165 justlike these durng the [ate 19705 Today, this type of
n-commercal, néighbarbacd-based Mip'Hop is a rarily,
ip-hop's poputarty has arrived in sync with s commer-
ial viabilty Guns, bitches, and money comprise the subject

natier of most rappers. The money. made from what was

aneed Svibrant slreet Colture has dodred ftothe billlons.

nfact, ¥is hard 1o remembar a time when hip-hop didnot
ave marketng executives, adverbsing schemes, and nter-
whional distribution. The high-rise oMcas of Def Jam and
Ansta Records Now 100m large on metropolitan skylings,
i these _buildings did_pot always exst, Diering the late
19708, hip-bop “wasn't even allowed in the build-

ing.” Youny. black musians were lokd to Make that sh't to
the park.” It was 3 tme when hip-hop wasnt even hip-hop, it
Was young peopie bringing creativ ey 1o the streets of Hardem

and the Bronx time when Adidas Shelltces, mcro
phones, lumilables, and spray cans offered a way lo escape
the dally viokence of streat Ma. It was a time of social progres-
sian, and t was the birth of a cukure

it was

For nearly thirty years Grandmaster Caz and other grezied
hp hop legends have played an impantant rale In halping to
keep the hip hop culure true to ils begnrings- and frue o
el Grandmaster Caz initialy
helped cefing the genre as a
cad member the Cold Crush
Brothers. Today, he keeps the
tradition alwe by bnnging the
party to the park. | recently had
the chance to sit down with Caz
al Marcus Garvey Park alles
he perfarmed his set, and we
spoke about the ongins of Hip
Hop Culture. | was quick 1o find
aut that thase orgins are a far
cry from the current MO of Mip
Hop - geltng paid - and had a
distinctly communal focus

-NN”,& oF WA

hig communty-anantéd approach omuSc grew up amidst
the bediam of the Brondin the iate 19708, Much of thé Bronk
was In dire shape, and Nad been steadily woarsening since the
1963 creation of the Croes Brorx Expressway, The Express
ey dvided the Brong in half, =olating minorty Commuriies.
Furthecmare  South Broax landiards found it more profiiable
to raze their properties and take the insurance money than
collect low rent from tenards. They would offen hire arson-
1518 to gdo the Job. Burmning bulklings bacame & common sight
throughott 1he South Beonx Gpm housing conditions, crime,
and povertyawerarampant) As the community lay i

SLOPERADIOMAGAZINE.COM



the phoenix of Hip Hop began its ascent. This creative ex-
prassion of struggle In the 19708 brought communtes 1o-
gether, and offered an aliernative to drugs and volence Hp
Hop came (o represant the agency of a8 people, who success-
fdly transformed abhamrent living conditions Inta 3 successtul
cultural movement, People throughout the depressed neigh-
borhoods of New York were eager to be part of something
postive, and would tumn oul in droves 10 participale in Hp
Hop's parties in publc parks. The genre began to matenal-
ze. Caz recalls, “In my neighborhoad, the 1970s Bronx, you
heard music and you were Tke a ral behind the Pied Piper”

Grandmaster Caz himself was no excepton He describes
his Nirsl encounter with Hip Hop: drawing the names of grls
at his high school n grafftl lettering. He Bughed as ha re-
called the delghted looks on their faces when they would
see their names drawn in street style. Some months afler
his graffiti-caterng to schookyins, Caz saw a DJ performance
that completely changed his Ide. DJ Kool Herc, credited as
the founder of Hip Hop, regularly threw shows in the park,
plugging his DJ eguipment into a street lamp o gel power.
Caz attendaed ang of thase paries and was mmaediataly en-
thralled. In fact, he went and bought his own DJ equpment
the next day. He began 1o DJ hig own shows, and eventually

including Grandmas-
ter Caz, woukd not be
the ones to stnke o
fnch, Instead, & was
groups wha bt their
style and used ther
music to profit from the
neighborhood-based
cultural mavemenrt. In
fact, Grandmaster Caz
wrole one-third of the
lyncs to the Sugarhill
Gang's Rapper's Delght, yet was never credited for his con-
iribution. But desple Hip Hop's brutal uprcoling from the
communitias inwhich it had baen nurtured, &5 style was still
undenable It would come to gain milions of fans on every
continent, and as Caz =aid well, “The music swept through
the planet ike wikfire "

Grandmasier Caz mentions that the unofficial fifth element
of Hp Hop, style, = parhaps the maosl altractive component
of the gerre. Hip Hop was arginally composed of four eke-
ments - emceeing. DJing. breakdancing, and graffel - yet
thegs are often forgotten. Hip Hop is no longer § straet move-

“Atfirstitwas about grabbing talent. Now it's about grabbing any

the talent that has already been forged.”

developed the skill lo take his status ~ and Hip Hop ~ 1o the
next level.

During certain DJ sets, Grandmaster Caz would enbance
his rouline by speaking and rapping into the microphone. He
saw that the crowd responded wikily to these nffs, so ha be-
gan using vocals mare often. He soon became known for
electrifying audiences dunng his performances and ganed
wide acclaim for his shows. Thase vocal nterudes alded the
develocpment of rapping as a crucal component of Mip Mop,
and soon most of the Brorx's prominent DJs had lyrical ac-
companiments. Grandmaster Flash had the Furous Five and
Grand Wzzard Theodore had the Fantastc Five Caz soon
pined up with the Cald Crush Brothers, one of Hip Hop's first
Konic groups. The people of the South Bronx folowed the
grawing number of Hip Hop groups closaly, and the raelation-
ship between artists and audiences became the heart of the
movement. The grassroots competition kept the genre fresh,
and & seemed that Hip Hop's capacities for Innovation ware
imttiess

By the early 1980s, the world had embraced Hip Hop. The
music ndustry recognzed Hip Hop as a profitable venture,
and began to ship s recordings all over the world. The com-
munity focus of the genre slowly began 1o break down, and
many of its ploneers were left behind to observe the shark
feeding frenzy that would shortly follow. Hp Hop's founders,

SLOPERADIOMAGAZINE.COM

ment, and any union between its onginal elements has dis-
solved. Production, €. 9. beat-making, has come 10 replace
DJng- anothar mportant aspact in the commercialzation of
Hp Hop. The beat = crucial because it anmates the track,
and is more effective at saling records than lyrics could ever
be. The drive 1o sall records has shaped the genre in un-
precedented ways, and Grandmaster Caz feels that in the
process the communitly has been lefl behind. The music n-
dustry has cannbalized the genre in an efort 1o package and
scll Hip Meop style to the world, Business owners ook ths
slyle from the community, fed it to mainstream culture (white
suburbia), and made massive amounts of money. Caz men-
tioned that the music Industry 18 ittie more than a3 machine
for making Hip Hop artets, and the music's authenbicity has
been lost in mass production. He said, “Al first it was about
grabbing talent. Now it's about grabbing anybody and apply-
ing the talent that has already been forged ~

On his solo CD, Grandmaster Caz exclaims that for the past
thrty years, he has “ate, slept. Bughed, and wept” Hip Hop
He claims that Hip Hop is his child, but as she grew, she
became 80 badly disfhigured that he himself no longer recog-
nzed har Yot today, Caz is not concarnad about the money
he could have made. He = more concemed with raising hs
child right, and keeping her uncorrupted. And thity years
after har concaption, Grandmastar Caz shll 1akes har 1o par-

form in the park. E1alAl @
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wants to say:

Special Thanks to: Tracy Vosburgh, Linda Mikula, Dean Kent Hubbell, Thomas Bruce,
Jim Lombardi, Robert Wilkinson, Mike Tolomeo, Polly McClure, Tracy Mitrano,
Denise Cassaro, Pat Washburn, Liz Colucci, Sabina Lee, Keith Hay, Mike Powers,
Andy Merkle, Terry Ector, Rick Polcaro, Clare Van Den Blink, Carol Uber, Lori Beebe,
Kevin Feeney, William Horning, Brent Martin, Dan Adinolfi, Jamie Kalousdian,
Randall Frank, Donna Wilczynski, The Communications Department, The Schwartz
Center, The Theatre Department, The Hotel School, Graphics Plus Printing, The
Bartels Family and President David Skorton

Jeptember I0Gh, 2007 - Tune intio the lounch of Cornell’s Pirst TV sbabion
CUtv Chonael i http// rlopetv.com



Amerucan patriotism eky rocketed ';‘

2001, & day that will foraver Iive In Indamy. Noomwm

outrage that the attack ignited, however the surge of emo-
lion that resulled rippled past any nomal reaction. Basad on
Amencan history, a post-Fearl Harbor type rejoinder seemed
2 logical response fo such a crime, Still, s years later, the
current number of Bush followers pales in comparion to
thoee for FDR.

Nevertheless, political commentary on Amernica'’s war on ler-
ror has appeared not only in political journals, but n mu-
sic topping the chars. A mere six years after September 11,
2001, how many people have stopped fo reflect on the hor-
rific events that folowed this fatelul day? Sepl 11 and its en-
sung wars have deeply Impacted American popular culture.
In our generation, music has developed a new relatonshp
to politics.

The recent fusion of music and politics has generated a
considerable amount of debate. The debate intensified afler
comments made by Dixie Chick, Natalie Maines, when she
told an audience, “ust s0 you know, [the Due Chicks ane)
ashamed the president of the United States i1s from Texas,"
at a concant in May of 2003. Bush supporters staged public
rallles where they smashed the band's CDs. Momeaver, this
controversy has posed a deeper question for our generation:
should consumers encourage musicans to incorporate pol-
lics ino their work, or simply keep thair work apolitical?

Music is an especially effective medium for delivering a mes-
sage. Many people within our generation seem 1o think of
one band when thinking abouwt politically charged musikc:
Rage Against the Machine. Also known as Rage or RATM,
this Gramnry-award winning band of the 808 not only experi-
manted with the mioing of socunds, but also with revelutionary
lyrcs. Rage held a strong folowing of poltically frustrated
youth throughout their career and protested everything from
local injustices to national Right-Wing politics.

People often write off political messages as a hip hop trend.
Yel Allermalive rock has also become a breeding ground for

well as the karacke charts), now il their songs with politi-
cal messages. The music video for their song “Wake Me
Up When September Ends” Is led with Images of 3 young
man going off fo war and his crushed lover back home. The
bridge in the song “Holday" cortains Wrics such as “Can |
get another Amen? (Amen!NThere's a Nlag wrapped around
2 score of men (Hey!VANd gag 3 prce 1ag bag on a monu-
mert.” Despile #s deep criticiem of the war, the album,
entitled “American idiol,” debuted at number one in 2003
The album was not only popularly recelved, but critically ac-
claimed as well,

Regardiess of where the blame Is |aid, this trend of using
music to broadcast a message began more than two gener-
ations ago. The Rolling Stones lopped charts with ther song
‘Sympathy For The Devi” which was recorded in June of
19638 and released |ater that year. A song to which everyone
knows the lyrics is Bily Joels “We Didnt Start the Fie”
Joel mentions marry aspects of war and hardship through-
out history ("what @lse do | have to say?"). These lyrcs are
comparable fo those of Green Day, even though they were
recorded and released fourteen years earfer.

The list goes on for miles, especially with the surge of musi-
cians who found their passion in the anti-Vietnam War Move-
ment. From John Lennon to Janis Joplin and Don McLean,
September 11, 2001 was not the day the music ded, The
proof lies in the musical collections of our parents.

In the end, the loudest vokce n the crowd belongs to the
consumers. In a nation where a body builder can become
a governor (or "Govenator”), it all boils down fo what the
public chooses to belleve. We must ask ourselves, though,
what will happen in 2008 when Bush s ocut of office, and
someone ke.. oh, Hilary Clinton becomes President of the
United States? Bottom ine. I8 today's War in Iraq the new
Vietnam War? And will musiclans have the nght to comglain
if the status quo changes dramatically with the next elec-
tion? SRM
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INTERESTED IN...

graphic design, media, communicaltons, ltvokut}oomm-. web development, music, tv prodection,
events, witting, sultere, producing, DJing, engineering, sperts, entertalmment, hr, masage meat, pebishing,
print and more
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